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In the ethical system which the Veddnta has formulated, it recog-
nises a principle, which is of the highest practical importance, that
though religious truth, as philosophic truth, is and must be one that
can only be reached by a course of life and study leading to spiritual
enlightenment, and though the religious ideals of individuals in a com-
munity may and do necessarily vary with. the degree of general culture
and aptitude for grasping spiritual truths, still, while thus differing
in degree, they must have, as their basic truth, the highest ideal which
is justified by Philosophy and Theology, and is capable of realisation
at the highest stage.
All considerations, which introduce an element of variety in Ethics
and Morality, are thus subordinated to the highest ideal of tat-tzvam-asi,
as to which it is always insisted on that it must be the aim of every
individual to reach it.
In this view of the matter, tlie Admita is as practical in its religious
and ethical aspects, as it is speculatively profound, in its philosophy.
I even. venture to think that its teachings, if correctly understood,
would be found to be capable of a very wide application and be of
practical value as much to the king, to the statesman, to the patriot
and to the citizen, as to other individuals in different walks of life.
They furnish, an excellent foundation for corporate political action
and liberty.
The key-note to the practical ethics of the Veddnta is abheda, as the
key-note to its philosophy and theology is admita. As advaita means
Oneness without a Second, so abheda means Oneness without any
distinction of I and Thou, Mine and Thine.
This word abheda, when correctly understood, means Love in. its purity
and. fulness, and tlie manifestation of the principle denoted by it con-
sists in altruistic action and not in selfish inaction or passivity, as
is generally supposed.
In no system lias this principle of Altruism been so well appreciated
and emphasised as in the Indian Veddnta. The entire life of the
Veddntin^ it is ordained, must be one of disinterested self-sacrifice,
This idea of sacrifice had its origin in the earliest Vedic literature,
where the entire creation was explained as an act of supreme self-
sacrifice—the sacrifice of the Supreme Being PurusJia, that He might
call into existence and contemplate and commune with. those dependent

